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Circular and Inclusive utilisation of alternative PROteins in the
MEDiterranean value chains

The CIPROMED project proudly hosted its awareness event in Cyprus, gathering prominent stakeholders
from the agricultural, feed production, and research sectors to discuss sustainable innovations for feed
production. The event brought together policymakers, experts, producers, and innovators to explore
emerging solutions addressing challenges in modern agriculture and feed systems.

The event opened with Alexandros Michaelides (RTD TALOS) and the Minister of Agriculture, Rural
Development and Environment of Cyprus, Dr Maria Panagiotou, who welcomed participants and
underscored the significance of sustainability and innovation in the Mediterranean agricultural sector.

The Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development, and Environment of Cyprus, Dr. Maria Panagiotou,
welcomed participants, emphasizing the importance of sustainability and innovation in Mediterranean
agriculture. She highlighted the government's support for advanced agricultural practices to ensure
resilience and food security.

Dr. Panagiotou praised the CIPROMED
project as a model of science-driven
solutions to modern challenges,
particularly in reducing reliance on
imported proteins through alternative
sources like microalgae and insects. She
stressed the need for collaborative
efforts to promote circular economies,
innovative feed solutions, and
sustainable food systems.

Loizos Georgiou (RTD TALOS) presented an overview of the CIPROMED project, highlighting its mission
to promote protein autonomy in the Mediterranean region. He explained the project's goal of utilizing
locally sourced resources such as traditional crops, insects, microalgae, and agri-industrial residues like
brewer’s spent grain and oilseed press cakes to develop alternative protein solutions. He emphasized
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CIPROMED's role in advancing circular economy principles, optimizing protein extraction processes, and
supporting the production of sustainable, high-protein feed and food products.

Christos Athanassiou (University of Thessaly) highlighted the CIPROMED project’s goals and
achievements, focusing on key
breakthroughs such as
successfully integrating
alternative proteins into feed
production. His presentation
emphasized the project’s
innovative approach to utilizing
raw materials like agricultural
waste, insects, algae, and
legumes. He also discussed the
circular economy concept,
particularly how insects are fed
with agricultural waste, and the
use of insect frass as a soil
additive. These solutions not
only contribute to sustainable
feed production but also foster collaboration across the Mediterranean region.

Christos Rumbos (University of Thessaly) delivered a
technical presentation on the utilization of insects,
microalgae, legumes, and fermentation in modern feed
production. He emphasized their potential as cost-effective
and sustainable protein sources, reducing reliance on
traditional ingredients. Key points included the advantages of
insect protein in feed applications, its nutritional value, and
return on investment compared to standard proteins. He also
discussed novel technologies such as automation and
biotechnology in insect farming, alongside the application of
insect frass as a soil additive in farming systems.
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A key highlight of the event was the panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Stylianos Giannopoulos, former
Director of the State General Laboratory. The panel included animal feed producers and young
entrepreneurs in insect farming who shared their experiences and challenges. Discussions focused on
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adopting innovative feed solutions, ensuring cost-efficiency, and bridging the gap between research and
. practical applications.

Several key challenges were addressed, such as
the need for regulatory clarity on insect farming,
particularly regarding the legal framework for
using insects as feed. Environmental risks
associated with insect farming were also
discussed, with an emphasis on the importance of
a holistic risk assessment to avoid unintended
negative impacts on ecosystems or human health.
Participants agreed that a comprehensive
approach, involving scientific research, regulatory
oversight, and industry collaboration, is essential
for effectively mitigating these risks. To support
the establishment of insect farming in Cyprus, a
team should be developed, including stakeholders
from academia, industry, and governmental
bodies.

Further, Ermolaos Ververis (EFSA, Nutrition and Food Innovation Unit) provided valuable insights into
EFSA's role in the pre-authorization of novel foods. He explained the rigorous process for evaluating
food safety and innovation, ensuring that novel feed products, such as insect protein, meet regulatory
standards before reaching markets.

The event also addressed regulatory considerations with a presentation by Konstantinos Zintilas from
the Department of Agriculture on the legal framework for insect-based protein production. He detailed
the legislative requirements for insect farming, including regulations on farming, nutrition, safety,
labeling, and product circulation. Insect-based proteins are classified as processed animal proteins
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also highlighted the obligations for insect
breeders, including registration with
authorities, maintaining hygiene standards,
and ensuring traceability of products, with
specific conditions for using raw materials and

additives in feed.

Following a short networking coffee break, Demetris
B o oo Eliades (RTD TALOS) delivered a comprehensive
market analysis, examining both the macro and micro

environments influencing the feed industry. He
presented a detailed PESTEL analysis to assess the
external macro-environmental factors and a SWOT
analysis to identify strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats within the sector.

Eliades also provided projections for insect protein
production and price forecasts, offering insights into
the market outlook for insect-based feed solutions.
Importantly, he outlined available grants and financial support mechanisms for businesses and farmers
interested in adopting innovative feed solutions, emphasizing their role in fostering economic growth,
innovation, and technological advancement.

Loizos Georgiou (RTD TALOS) explored the cutting-
edge advancements revolutionizing feed production.
He highlighted the transformative role of precision
farming, technology-driven processes, and the
scalability of innovative feed solutions. Particular
emphasis was placed on the integration of Al,
robotics, and automation in insect farming,
enhancing efficiency and productivity. Additionally,
the discussion covered vertical farming techniques
for optimized space utilization and the application of
biotechnology in insect farming and fermentation
processes, underscoring their potential to address
sustainability challenges and improve feed
production outputs.

The event concluded with a summary of key takeaways by Alexandros Michaelides (RTD TALOS). He
recapped the critical insights shared throughout the day, emphasizing collaboration, innovation, and
policy alignment as the key drivers for achieving sustainable feed production.
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The CIPROMED awareness event served as a dynamic platform for knowledge exchange, fostering
dialogue among policymakers, researchers, and producers. Participants highly valued the practical
insights and collaborative opportunities presented, which aligned with the region’s agricultural needs
and future goals.

The event highlighted CIPROMED's dedication to sustainability, innovation, and circular agriculture,
laying a strong foundation for further advancements in the Mediterranean region. Its success ensured

that similar events will be repeated in the next country, as planned, to continue promoting impactful
solutions.
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